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the war far into the enemy's country. But in the other
essays a different line of action has been taken. The
Absolutist is a more insidious, perhaps more dangerous
adversary, just because we seem to have more in common
with him. He professes to agree with us in the funda-
mental conviction that the universe is ultimately spiritual;
against the naturalist it was just this conviction which had
to be vindicated. We decided, then, to meet the Absolu-
tist with what may be called a rivalry of construction.
Absolutism has been before the world for a century, more
or less. It has put forth its account of knowledge, of
morals, and of art; and that account, suggestive though it
is, has not satisfied the generality of thinking men. If the
grounds of dissatisfaction be demanded, I can only give
the apparently simple and hackneyed, but still fundamental
answer, that Absolutism does not accord with the facts.
Thus, instead of entering upon the intricate task of refuting
Absolutism, we have felt free to adopt the more congenial
plan of offering specimens of constructive work on a
principle which does more justice to experience. Our
essays are but specimens. They indicate lines of thought
which could not be worked out fully in the space allowed.
But they are extensive enough, let us hope, to enable the
reader to judge whether their general line of interpretation
is not more promising than that of Absolutism.

It may be objected that we are wrong in assuming that
Absolutism cannot be reconciled with the principle of per-
sonality. In reply two points of incompatibility may be
specified shortly; further particularity is impossible without
a much fuller statement, more especially since Absolutism
is not so much a definite system as an aggregate of
tendencies without a universally acknowledged expositor.
The two points in respect of which Absolutism tendsl to

1 I use a guarded phrase, because what follows is not entirely true of exponents
of Absolutism so distinguished as Prof. Henry Jones and Prof. Royce,